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churches, PTAs, unions, fraternal organiza-
tions, service clubs, and political parties,
just to name a few. A belief in the power of
collective action has shaped the history of
our nation from the American Revolution to
the civil rights movement. Alexis de
Tocqueville, who studied American life in
the 1830s, wrote that ‘‘Americans of all ages,
all stations in life, and all types of disposi-
tion are forever forming associations.’’ I am
always impressed by how these organizations
bring out the energy and talents in people.
Every problem in the country I encounter is
being addressed and ameliorated by some
group.

But I am concerned about declining in-
volvement of citizens in the community. In
recent decades, many traditional community
organizations have suffered declines in mem-
bership and participation. For example, the
number of volunteers for the Boy Scouts and
the Red Cross has dropped substantially
since 1970; labor union participation has
dropped by half since the mid-1950s; the
League of Women Voters, Jaycees, and Lions
have all seen double-digit drops in member-
ship levels in the last 20 or 30 years. Anyone
who has worked in an enterprise that de-
pends on volunteers knows how difficult it is
to recruit and keep them.

Several possible explanations for this
change have been suggested. Some say that
stagnant wages and a rapidly changing econ-
omy, coupled with the movement of women
into the labor force, mean that citizens don’t
have the time to devote to community
causes they once did. Americans now tend to
move more often, hindering their ability to
put down roots. In addition, adults are
marrying later, divorcing more, and having
fewer children than they did a generation
ago—significant factors given that married,
middle-class parents are the most likely to
be civically involved.

Others note that technology, particularly
the advent of the TV, has dramatically
changed the way we spend our leisure time.
Instead of going to a dance at the local lodge
or gathering at the coffee shop, we may
watch a movie on the VCR or log on to an
Internet chat room. Technology allows us to
spend less time in face-to-face contact with
our neighbors. Americans’ civic involvement
seems to parallel the change in leisure ac-
tivities. Although traditional civic organiza-
tions are less popular now, other groups, like
the Sierra Club and the American Associa-
tion of Retired Persons, have grown in re-
cent years. For many, though, membership
consists primarily of paying dues and read-
ing a newsletter, rather than attending regu-
lar meetings and planning events. Many pro-
fessional associations have also grown, and
for some of us the workplace has supplanted
the neighborhood as our primary focus for
social interaction.

Why civic involvement matters: Commu-
nities benefit in a number of ways from the
active involvement of citizens. First, citi-
zens come to feel a greater stake in the com-
munity’s welfare. I visit many schools in
southern Indiana every year, and it is clear
that one of the strongest factors in the qual-
ity of the school is the involvement of the
parents. Many anti-crime programs have be-
come successful only because citizens came
together to address the problem.

Second, civic organizations have always
sought to address problems the government
didn’t or couldn’t solve. Voluntary efforts
continue to play a huge role in the provision
of services to needy Americans—from food
banks to pre-school programs. Americans
have always been suspicious of big govern-
ment, but they also have a strong sense of
compassion. Civic organizations allow them
to reach out to those who need help.

Third, civic participation can act as a buff-
er against the potent forces of individual-

ism—which sometimes devolves into selfish-
ness—and allow us to exercise other impor-
tant values, like cooperation, altruism, and
negotiation. I often find Americans empha-
sizing freedom almost to the exclusion of re-
sponsibility, and expressing their gratitude
for being citizens of the best country in the
world while failing to perceive the need to
fulfill the duties of good citizenship. Civic
participation can remind us that along with
the individual liberties we prize comes re-
sponsibility to seek the common good. Work-
ing with others toward a shared goal also
helps build bonds of trust, thus serving as an
antidote to cynicism.

Fourth, civic participation also fosters
participation in the political process. In
southern Indiana the people who come to my
public meetings are often also the same peo-
ple who are active in civic organizations.
They take seriously their right and respon-
sibility to participate in government. And
the skills of negotiation and compromise
learned through civic involvement are the
lifeblood of democracy.

Conclusion: Fortunately, we still have
many groups that have a remarkably salu-
tary effect, channeling the energy and tal-
ents of individuals into public service for the
betterment of the community. Civic partici-
pation is not obsolete, but an essential part
of improving the quality of life in the nation.
Americans, I believe, retain their desire to
help their families and communities, but
they must do it within the realities of two-
career families, hectic lifestyles, and rapid
changes in the economy and in their careers.

We have to work to strengthen civil soci-
ety. Ultimately, this will depend not on gov-
ernment, but the acts of individuals. We do
have to be sensitive to the way in which gov-
ernment can impinge on the activities of
civil society and to the manner in which the
workings of our government and economy
can disrupt the good efforts of individuals
and families. Dismantling the government is
not the answer, but neither is more govern-
ment. Both a prudent but limited role for
government and a strengthened civil society
are needed.

I am not suggesting that we could or
should try to turn back the clock to the
1950s, or that all hope is lost. A recent poll of
young adults showed high levels of interest
in public service. We should, however, think
about ways to reinvigorate civic life in light
of the realities of the 1990s, and try harder to
find ways to encourage Americans to become
full participants in the civic life of the na-
tion.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in favor of
this bill to reauthorize the National Science
Foundation.

I am particularly pleased that this bill is fi-
nally moving to completion. I know that my
late husband, Walter Capps, worked on this
legislation last year and I share his dedication
to ensuring the continuation of the good work
of NSF. I want to commend and to thank
Chairman SENSENBRENNER and my colleague
from California, Mr. BROWN, for their outstand-
ing work on this legislation.

This bill authorizes $3.8 billion for Fiscal
Year 1999 and $3.9 billion in FY2000 in fund-

ing for the NSF, worthy and much needed in-
creases in funding for math and science re-
search. This bill also contains a provision to
encourage the NSF to donate equipment to
schools to enhance science and math pro-
grams. I believe strongly that we must ensure
that all of our schools have access to the lat-
est in high tech equipment to give our kids the
skills they need to compete in the 21st cen-
tury.

I have spent my professional life in the
fields of health care and education. I know full
well the value of research in these areas and
can personally attest to the value of math,
science and engineering education in our
schools. In my district, for example, the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbara, has re-
ceived numerous NSF education grants. One
of the grants helped fund a 4-year Teacher
Enhancement program to assist 750 K–8 math
teachers in several local counties. California
Polytechnic State University, in San Luis
Obispo, has done some great work on math
curriculum development and building inter-
active math models on the Web with NSF
grants.

Much is said today about the need to edu-
cate our children for the increasingly competi-
tive environment of the 21st century. I agree
with that viewpoint. However, I also believe
that education inspires individual and personal
growth, which inevitably leads to a more civ-
ilized and prosperous society. That is also
what these NSF programs achieve. The Na-
tional Science Foundation’s mission to spon-
sor research and encourage new thinking in
education is a critical element for our eco-
nomic growth as we move into the 21st cen-
tury.

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.
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Mr. RIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to say

a special thank you to Brigadier General
George ‘‘Nick’’ Williams, U.S. Air Force, for
the complete professionalism he always dis-
played while Commander of the 60th Air Mo-
bility Wing (AMC) at Travis Air Force Base,
California.

During his two years at Travis, Brig. Gen.
Williams has overseen a great deal of change.
One of our most vivid memories of his tenure
as base commander, will be the massive con-
struction program that is making Travis the
showcase of the Air Force.

Especially noteworthy has been his empha-
sis on projects which have improved the qual-
ity of life of the troops he was responsible for.
He has overseen the completion of over $140
million in infrastructure improvement projects,
including: A modern maintenance squadron
building; a fire station; a state-of-the-art KC–
10 hangar; a KC–10 simulator facility; four
squadron operations buildings; a first class
Health & Wellness Center; two Child Develop-
ment Centers; five improved dorms; sixty-two
military family housing units; a new officer and
enlisted club; and, the largest BX in the Air
Force. He has also helped to plan an ambi-
tious expansion of the commissary schedule
for next year.
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Running the largest wing in AMC is a

daunting task, Brig. Gen. Williams made an in-
credible contribution to the defense of the Na-
tion. He maintained the highest operations
tempo in AMC, with over 600 departures per
month. He also had the highest command de-
parture reliability rates for the two major weap-
on systems based at Travis—the C–5 at 83%,
and the KC–10 at over 94%. This was accom-
plished, while facing a serious management
challenge concerning pilot manning. The Trav-
is Team flying units lost more than a third of
their pilot manning in a matter of 18 months.

Under Brigadier General Williams tenure,
Travis led participation in Southern Watch,
Joint Endeavor, Deny Flight, Desert Strike,
Guardian Assistance, Joint Guard, Decisive
Endeavor, AEF 97–2, AEF 97–3, Deep
Freeze, Centrazbat, Phoenix Scorpion I & II.
Stellar performance on all South West Asia
contingencies and Air Expeditionary Force de-
ployments earned Travis an unprecedented
AMC/CC full ORI credit in 1998.

Brigadier General Williams led the Travis
Team to 14 trophy wins during Phoenix Rodeo
international air mobility competition, including
‘‘Best C–5 Wing’’ and ‘‘Best Airland Wing;’’ an
‘‘Excellent’’ Nuclear Surety Inspection; 15 AF
Aircrew Standardization Evaluation Visit ‘‘best
seen.’’

I am pleased and privileged to have worked
with this outstanding officer. I consider him a
friend. As he heads to Scott AFB to become
Director of Plans and Programs at Head-
quarters, Air Mobility Command, I wish him
and his wife, Mary Ann, a successful assign-
ment and a THANK YOU for a job well-done.
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Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
send my thoughts and prayers out to the citi-
zens of Lawrence County in my district in Ten-
nessee.

On Monday evening, a strong storm
dumped four inches of rain on the County
within an hour, which set off a devastating
flash flood which killed at least two people and
left an estimated 15,000 people in Lawrence-
burg and the outlying areas without drinking
water and sewage service. As of Wednesday
morning, two people are still missing, and 123
homes were damaged or destroyed by the
flood.

I went to Lawrence Country yesterday after-
noon to meet with local officials, survey the
damage and offer any help I could. I’m hopeful
that federal disaster aid will be approved, and
I urge my colleagues to support our cleanup
effort any way they can.

Unfortunately, my emergency trip to Law-
rence Country prevented me from being
present for floor votes in the House of Rep-
resentatives on Tuesday night. I regret not
being able to be in Washington for those
votes, but when there is an emergency or dis-
aster in my district which affect my constitu-
ents, that’s where my responsibilities lie.

I want to close by once again sending my
prayers out to everybody who has had their
lives affected by the horrible flood. Hard times

bring out the best in people and communities,
and I know Lawrence County is already pulling
together to get back on its feet as soon as
possible.
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, in December
1997, the people of Guyana, exercising their
strong support for democracy went to the polls
to vote for a new President. In numbers re-
portedly as high as 88 percent of the elector-
ate they cast their votes and elected the can-
didate of the People’s Progressive Party/Civic
or PPP. This election which was observed by
representatives of the international community,
including Americans, was judged to be free
and fair. Despite the transparency of the over-
all election, there were some problems involv-
ing the counting of certain ballot boxes. As a
result, the newly elected government of Guy-
ana asked the nations of CARICOM to con-
duct an impartial audit to determine if the al-
leged irregularities in the vote count were of a
fraudulent nature as to cast doubt on the out-
come of the election.

Recognizing the extremely important proc-
ess of democracy of Guyana, as dem-
onstrated by the election, the House Inter-
national Relations Committee marked-up and
adopted a Resolution introduced by our Col-
league from New Jersey, DONALD PAYNE. This
resolution congratulated the people of Guyana
for their strong expression of support for de-
mocracy, expressed support for the CARICOM
audit, called on both the PPP and the Peo-
ple’s National Congress (PNC) to abide by the
outcome of that audit and to commit to peace
and stability in the post-election period. Sub-
sequently, the House overwhelmingly passed
this resolution.

On June 2, the CARICOM audit was com-
pleted and declared that the recount of the
more than 400,000 ballots cast, varied only
slightly from the original results. Thus, the
election of President Jagan was determined to
be fair.

Today, however, Guyana is in the midst of
a civil disobedience campaign led by the sup-
porters of the opposition PNC. Despite the fact
that PNC Presidential candidate Desmond
Hoyte said that he accepted the results of the
audit, he has stated that acceptance did not
mean that his party accepted Mrs. Jagan as
President. Fair enough. But ever since, Mr.
Hoyte and his followers have been engaged in
a systematic anti-government movement
which has employed violent mob protests,
arson and physical assaults on representa-
tives of the government, the PPP, and even
the press to vent their frustration at their elec-
toral loss. Unfortunately, these actions are
close to constituting a direct threat to democ-
racy in Guyana.

Mr. Speaker, the feuding parties in Guyana
must stop the violence, accusations and
name-calling and must begin a period of rec-
onciliation for the stability of the nation and the
good of the people. The opposition leader, Mr.
Hoyte should accept his electoral defeat, pub-
licly call for an end to the mob violence and
assume the role of opposition leader in the

halls of the political arena rather than in the
streets. The PNC members of the Guyana Na-
tional Assembly who have refused to take
their seats and allow the business of the coun-
try to go forward should assume their demo-
cratic responsibilities and make their case
through the legislative process. For her part,
President Jagan should appoint, in consulta-
tion with the opposition, the Constitutional Re-
form Commission called for in the
Herdmanston agreement of January, 1998.
This Commission should consist of represent-
atives of all political parties and a broad range
of citizens which would review the major
issues of disagreement, disparity and discrimi-
nation within the country and which would
make recommendations to the National As-
sembly for action. And finally, the leaders of
the PPP and PNC in the Assembly should ap-
point a joint committee of their own to estab-
lish a dialogue on the major issues the country
needs to address with respect to political and
economic reform and then to work with each
other through the legislative process to enact
necessary changes.

In sum, Mr. Speaker, democracy in Guyana
must prevail and must grow stronger. In any
truly democratic society, there are those who
win elections and those who lose and the los-
ers must peacefully respect the wishes of the
electorate, however distasteful, and take up
their role of the opposition in a statesmen-like
manner and work with the government to pro-
vide a more stable, strong and prosperous na-
tion for all the people.

Reconciliation must happen now so that
Guyana can move forward in the true sense of
a free and democratic nation.
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Mr. OXLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to offer my

congratulations to the community of Upper
Sandusky which celebrated its sesquicenten-
nial. This celebration is a time to reflect on the
attributes which have made Upper Sandusky
the strong city it is today, while focusing on
the stepping stones of the future to ensure
continued growth and prosperity.

What officially became known as Upper
Sandusky in July, 1848, was once an area oc-
cupied by the Wyandott Indians. This location
was attractive to the pioneers that arrived after
the Wyandotts moved Westward because it of-
fered fertile land and all the opportunities of
starting a new life without traveling to the new
frontier out west.

While keeping up with the expansion of the
village, the early leaders and citizens of Upper
Sandusky began to build churches, schools, li-
braries, a courthouse, and a post office. Fur-
thermore, railroads, bridges, roads, and a
phone system were all in place by the mid
1850’s which aided the rapid development of
the area. Following this pattern of growth,
Upper Sandusky was the first village in Wyan-
dot County to be granted a city charter in
1966.

Contributing to the vitality of Upper San-
dusky was the early establishment of an in-
dustrial base. While the surrounding area was
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